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ORD VALLEY IRRIGATION SCHEME AND ASSOCIATED COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE IN EAST KIMBERLEY 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.05 pm]: I wish to inform 
the house of the significant progress being made on the long-awaited expansion of the Ord valley irrigation 
scheme and associated community and social infrastructure in the East Kimberley region of Western Australia. 
The Liberal-National government is honouring an election commitment to allocate $220 million over the next 
four years under the royalties for regions program, and this allocation is being supported by $195 million over 
the next two years from the commonwealth government, subject to a feasibility study. This study, to be 
completed by the end of this month, is a collaborative effort between the state and commonwealth governments 
and has drawn together all elements of the Ord and East Kimberley project, focusing on social and community 
infrastructure. The state government Ord-East Kimberley package will not only see a doubling of the Ord valley 
irrigation area to 28 000 hectares, but will also target investment in Kununurra’s airport capacity and Wyndham 
port, and provide a much needed boost in social infrastructure such as schools, hospitals and early childhood 
facilities.  

On 16 February 2009 the Water Corporation commenced earthworks to upgrade the existing M1 channel in 
preparation for its extension into the new M2 irrigation area as soon as environmental approvals are secured. A 
5.5 kilometre section of the channel is being reinstated to its original design capacity, while surveying and design 
work is underway for the extension and partial duplication of the channel. To drive the expansion program, we 
have created the new position of Director, Ord and East Kimberley Development, to be based in Kununurra, and 
we have advertised this position over the weekend. Applications close on Monday, 30 March 2009. The new 
director will guide the development, which involves a number of government agencies. The project will be led 
by me in my capacity as Minister Assisting the Minister for State Development. The Department of Regional 
Development will administer the rollout of the program. 

Royalties for regions money is being largely directed to the rollout of agricultural land and associated 
infrastructure, with this work being coordinated by LandCorp. A subdivision design for the first 8 000 hectares 
of the M2 area has been agreed to by the Ord community reference group, and comprises 22 lots, with the 
majority between 400 and 500 hectares in size. The first release of the new agricultural blocks is expected by 
2011. 

The Ord-East Kimberley package will also support projects that stimulate job opportunities and education and 
training for Indigenous people in the East Kimberley. I was privileged recently to launch initiatives in 
Kununurra, including $1.7 million for the construction of a health education unit employing health professionals 
to encourage local Aboriginal people to take charge of their health and lifestyle, and $580 000 over three years to 
a program aimed at preserving the Miriuwung and Gajerrong languages. The grant includes funding for up to 
12 positions for Miriuwung and Gajerrong people as language workers and teachers, and $145 500, plus 
operational costs, for two Miriuwung and Gajerrong youth worker positions to work on youth projects.  

It is exciting to progress this project, and I acknowledge the good work done by the previous government to 
achieve the Ord final agreement. 
 


